PROBOSCIS JANUARY 2011

A NOSE FOR THE NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE PROBUS CLUB OF WESTVILLE
PRESIDENT: ROBIN RALFE - VICE-PRESIDENT: DICK MORTON

SEC/ TREASURER: MIKE HOUGH (031) 266 5935 — (083) 271 7274 — michaelhough@absamail.co.za

SCRIBE/ GUEST SPEAKERS: JULIAN CARTER (084) 488 8070 — cardru@saol.com

LAUGH AND THE WORLD WILL LOVE YOU:

It never ceases to amaze me that so many people can get through life
with an extremely grumpy and miserable exterior. | wonder if this was
something that was implanted by similarly grumpy parents whose
favourite expression was “Bah Humbug!”, or if it was an acquired skill,
learned over many disgruntled and rather unhappy years. | also have to
wonder if this exterior facade isn’t sometimes just that, a convenient
repellent of others because solitude, or even some other hidden need,
is required. There are of course old sayings that go along the lines of
“live and let live” and “If he/she want to be miserable then let him/her
be.” I'm sorry but it’s just not in my nature to immediately do either,
although | have been known to give up once | consider the cause lost
completely, or when my life may have been in grave danger. | will
normally risk the dreadful things that this perpetrator of misery may
wish upon me as | do my utmost to change their thinking pattern. |
have sometimes been accused of being “a winger and a moaner” or “a
negative thinker” and both have hurt at the time, but | have to accept
that beauty is not always in the eye of the beholder. | wonder if you
feel the same as | do when a beautiful lady returns my smile, or for that
matter a small child or even just a fellow citizen. It's what | call a
“Warm Fuzzy Feeling” or WFF, and it always gives me a big boost for
the rest of the day. So can you imagine receiving fifty or so W.F.Fs in
just one day, and perhaps every day?

OK so there are many out there who think, perhaps correctly, that | am
completely “off my rocker” when | call a meeting of strangers ‘to order’
in a crowded lift, or when | go up to a complete stranger and start a
conversation. Yes, | have to admit that I’'m a complete push over for a
beautiful female, but I’'m only human and admit to this addiction quite
openly. I've made some dreadful botches over many years but can’t
recall ever having my face slapped, and there are not many of these
times that | regret.

So my January message is that we need to “lighten up a little”, “forget
your troubles and let’s be happy”, if you smile a lot you will find that at
least most of the world will love you. That’s a promise!

If you can spend a perfectly useless afternoon in a perfectly useless

manner, you have learned how to live.
Lin Yulang

SINGING A LOVELY SONG:

| have to confess to having had
a slight feeling of unease when
our President suggested that he
would ask the U.K.S.N. Opera
School to provide our
entertainment  for  Christmas
lunch on Tuesday 14th
December. Just how wrong |
was?

Hearing the magnificent voice
of SELBY NZANGU and the
playing of DANA HADJEVE must
also have been a wonderful,
and perhaps new, experience
for all within quite a distance of
the WCC. If my memory serves
me correctly | believe that we
were told that Selby holds a
Masters Degree, | can well
understand why.

These two artists gave us a short
but diverse programme,
switching with ease from
Christmas carols to well known
Operatic Arias with a voice that
almost made the crockery rattle
it was so vibrant.

Unfortunately only a small
furnout for this experience but
those who did turn up were very
well entertained. Thank you
both!

DURBAN HISTORY TOUR:

ON THE 17+ JANUARY
OUR OLD FRIEND KEN
GILLINGS WILL BE
TAKING MEMBERS ON A

VERY INTERESTING
TOUR OF
HISTORY - MEET AT

WCC NO LATER THAN
08h00 ON THE DAY.

DURBAN


mailto:cardru@saol.com

OUR JANUARY MEETING & THE FIRST FOR 2011:

Our first meeting of the year will be held at
WESTVILLE COUNTRY CLUB ON THURSDAY 27 JANUARY 2011.

At 12h30.

Our Guest speaker will be:

Prof. BRIAN KEARNEY
President of both the PROBUS Association of KZN and PROBUS Council of Southern Africa.

On the subject of:

“SOUTH AFRI CA’S FIRST FLI GHT
HAPPY.HAPPY. BIRTHDAY! GUEST SPEAKERS:
(rt's all in the mind you know.)
We already have a number of ver vy
GORDON ADAMS §27/12, interesting Guest Speakers lined up for
MAUREEN CARTER - 04/01, . "
RON CLAUSON - 26/01, our future meetings , but additional
GEOFFREY DOUGHTY - 23/01, suggestions will always be most welcome.
DENA SQUIRES 3 31/12,
DEE VOWLES 5 126/12. Unfortur\ately, as you probably know, we
are not in a position to offer a Speakers
. fee , other than our very sincere gratitude
LET86S BE HEARD: and a token gift.
Like so many Clubs, Associations and Should you have a good potential speaker

Organisations throughout the world PROBUS
enjoys its ups and downs of membership
numbers. Although we at Westville have a
pretty good membership, with an average of
about 30 turning up for our meetings, it would
be great if could expand a bit. Dorothy has
been thefirst brave one to take up the cudgels
of the ladies and join us as our first, and very
welcome, lady member. But where are the
others?

As a first challenge for the New Year all our
members are asked to seek out new potential
members both male and female, who would
enjoy both the comradeship and sharing that
we presently enjoy. Perhaps we should be
looking at a target of about 100+, with 50 to 60
regular attendees at our monthly meetings.
Guests will alwaysbe most welcome.

Laugh and the world laughs with you. Cry and
you will just mess up the staistics.

to recommend please make contact with
Julian Carter who will take it from there.

Three men were boasting about their Pubs.

The Scot claimed there was a pub in Glasgow called
Mc Tavi shdés wher e, after
fourth is free.

The Englishman said that at his local, the Red Lion, your
third drink is free.
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